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By: Madisen Yoder
Based on Keith Morton’s The Irony of 
Service, Project 150’s work fits the 
community service paradigm of 
charity. Despite having project in its 
name, Project 150’s service would not 
be classified as a project paradigm by 
Keith Morton. Rather than defining a 
problem and implementing a plan to 
stop the problem, Project 150 
allocates resources as an aid to 
helping the problem. In Project 150’s 
case, the problem is the social issue 
of youth homelessness. Project 150 
participates in the charitable act of 
donating food and clothing to 
homeless youth. Because of their 
donation of resources, Project 150’s 
work fits as a charity service 
paradigm.
Community Service Paradigm
History and Purpose of Site
Their main purpose is to help 
underprivileged high school students 
get necessary resources so that they 
can succeed. Project 150 is a non-profit 
organization that serves homeless and 
non-registered homeless students in 
Las Vegas, Nevada and Reno, Nevada. 
The organization believes that high 
school is tough enough without 
worrying about where you are going to 
sleep at night. They share that their 
mission is to “offer support and 
services to homeless high school 
students in the Las Vegas area so they 
can stay in school through graduation 
and learn the life skills necessary to be 
successful.''
Social Issue Addressed Current and Ideal State
Service Site Approach My Approach to Issue
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Project 150 addresses the social 
issues of hunger and poverty. 
Project 150 collects and provides 
food to high school students who 
often don’t know where their next 
meal is coming from. The necessary 
contributions that the organization 
makes in addition to food greatly 
help to reduce the poverty and 
education issues in Nevada. Project 
150 also helps with education.
Service Learning Experience
Making a Difference
Service to Community: I served the 
community by aiding to reduce the 
severity of the youth homelessness 
problem in Las Vegas.
Semester Reflection: By volunteering 
multiple times, I gained a greater 
appreciation for all of the work that 
Project 150 does. In addition, I felt as 
though I was actually making a 
difference in the youth homelessness 
issue in Las Vegas.               
Expectations: My expectations going in 
to my volunteering experience were 
ultimately met. I expected to directly 
help Project 150 more than I directly 
helped the homeless youth. This 
expectation was certainly met.
Differences in My Views: My volunteering 
has changed my views on my future 
career of law. I am now more interested in 
helping homeless youth in the courtroom.                             
Differences I Made: Because of my 
volunteering efforts, the workers at 
Project 150 were able to focus their 
attention on other important areas. 
Personal Learning: It made me feel 
significantly more grateful. I realized that I 
grew up going to school with homeless 
students without even realizing it.                                         
Future Change: I would expect for the 
social issue involving youth to be reduced. 
I would also expect to instill the desire to 
serve in others.
I believe that Project 150 is 
fulfilling its purpose of helping in 
the fight against youth 
homelessness. They help to 
alleviate the number of homeless 
teens that do not have necessities. 
If it weren’t for the efforts of 
Project 150, thousands of Las Vegas 
teens would be left without food 
and clothing.
The ideal state” would be for all high 
school students to have a safe place to 
go to finish their education. 275,291 
high school students experienced 
homelessness in 2010 (Cutuli). 
Homeless young people face a variety 
of barriers when it comes to accessing 
health care (Schifalacqua). Perlman 
suggests many youth who are 
experiencing homelessness remain 
hidden and might not be receiving 
needed services.
By volunteering to help provide 
supplies to the homeless youth, I 
can help to reduce the severity of 
youth homelessness. The most 
effective way that I can help the 
issue of youth homelessness is to 
find a way to completely stop the 
problem all together. In the future, 
I can donate more of my time and 
resources to Project 150. 
